IN THE CLAIMS 
Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of irradiating a layer 

including : 

directing and focussing a radiation beam to a spot on said 
layer by means of at least one optical element; 

causing relative movement of the layer relative to said at 
least one optical element so that, successively, different portions 
of the layer are irradiated and an interspace between a surface of 
said at least one optical element nearest to said layer is 
maintained; and 

maintaining at----4-e a st. a port ion—e-f- -said interspace through 
which said radiation irradiates said spot on said layer filled with 
a liquid, the liquid being supplied via a supply conduit; 

characterized in that at least a portion of said 

arUa r :•■;;„:• e y bou a; \eg .. • • r e c e s s .whi ch is .a: 3,' aj \eas\ a 

portion of said 1 i qu i d fills up a recess through whi-e-h- said 
radiation aa< ; h :■ \g\ Ld Lj g_y id ■ i- sa : d 

said spot 

: ' iSj :.■ : ^ • ■ •'"•3.3:: ...-.i f:: ...::..l.:::.:.'.....:i 'V ^ :l\SL..i±l:: 

lsi«st...oneL..oot;j : j;ia.i ;::.. ; ..- ;: a...3;... ; a ; : .. : :...a:..::.: : ; : 3 ; a.a. : .- La- sai ; d^..radiat.ign ; 

:^::d:L..lLi;::^l:::.: : : -a.:ia3.2.2 • 
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2. (Currently Amended) A-<rhe ...method 

claim 1, wherein the recess has a rim por t i o n positioned between 

sald__..s/ar least g.ne got ca.i eleme^t..j^earest... tG....sa.icl 

layer and said la yer, closest to said layer and extending around 
said radiation bj " irradiating said spot. 

3 . (Cancelled) . 

4. (Currently Amended) A hi method 

claim 2 1. , wherein a liquid outflow from, said said 
passage is maintained. 

5. (Currently Amended) : method i ^ 

claim 1, wherein a smallest thickness of said interspace is 
maintained of 3-1500 urn. 

6. (Currently Amended) A— The... method according * v. 

claim 1, wherein said recess includes a concave portion of said 
surface of said at least one optical element nearest to said layer. 

7. (Currently Amended) A- The method feea teas cla.im< < in 
claim 1, wherein the liquid flows out from at least one outflow 
opening in....; - in the form of at least one canal open 
towards said layer, said canal distributing supplied liquid 
longitudinally along said canal and dispensing distributed liquid 
towards said layer. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A-H3retrhee .1 ^ 

v ' t ;c \ s ^ >n...j 

* " t '-v ' >'^ — ^ - f f. i OouJ. Q(jO,,J2^.LLZ:,:.l ?ai.V^ N - " 

causing ::SJ..,lLl.:..:2 :Ju.:J:..li.Z.: L.jlQ layer re.Ia.L.l e...tc....3jH ;;X..at 

Xoa; :: L o.HC:....oa.L oJ.OjYiOjiL so lhu.i : ... s U;.; ::1;..L.'.'.SV.. : :..;;;/:'A.V: ;^:.L] :: ..U:;l;:: 

21...J:jji:L..J..^L;:^;.L\..:a.L& LLraiii.::l]::X;<i...a.U5ii...h;.U IjILa-X:::.. ' • : . , aa a.X:. : .alLa]a;e..aai. 

&:U:tL..:lL..2*Mhl: Qll^...:Jl^Ll:.^l :ai^-:aU.L ;lQ:aiaaXk..J : aLX-aia:i L«£or is 

lMi.D:^«.iD:2sU «.0.Q 

iS : iialL.S.ialijJSi....::lS...J.::S^i:LL a...a;::aSJ:.i.:a!.:....-:i'..... ; ::::si..i:; hlU-.L:::.^::- : • ' 1 l: Q.iJ<lh 

alalcix. • • * • :..A.C:;:j LLi:ssli.::l]::X;S:...J:b:=i.:a.... ; i^:aA:...^A:;.: J..1V? l^vex...£.i.Xj:.:?Ci... wi th 

«...J:i:£y.:!:SL A: JX.. JJifiAU :AlXX? :L:QX 

* ^ v ^ ' \ ■> ^ ' i* I OS. - , N N N v ■> " ■> „ ^ 

lills yp. a recess thr.qy.gj . :.'-a •■ yd yaQi.a.qion : ; r ; .u : ^ • ^ 3jy : d 
SPsiS. / 

wherein said interspace between said layer and said surface of said 
at least one optical element nearest to said layer has a thickness 
H, the layer and the at least one optical element are moved 
relative to each other at a velocity V, the liquid is supplied via 
an outflow opening having a width W measured in a plane parallel to 
said layer and at a flow rate equal to 0.5*»*H*(W + •*H)*V, where • 
is a constant between 1 and 10 and • is a constant between 1 and 3 . 

9. (Currently Amended) A device for directing radiation to a 
layer including: 
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at least one optical element for focussing radiation 
originating from said radiation source to a spot on said layer; 

a displacement structure for causing relative movement of 
the layer relative to said at least one optical element so that, 
successively, different portions of the layer are irradiated and an 
interspace between said layer and a surface of said at least one 
optical element nearest to said spot is maintained; and 

an outflow opening for supplying liquid to filla t .l e ast a 
! '■■ on e f sa i d interspace . •••>.,•;;• in operation, said 

radiation irradiates said spot on said '1 ayer ; J \ ■■ ; ough sago i igg d . 

characterized ^ < a 

recess -i-r^---a-----3u.rf a ce f a cing said apt,-: o an internal surface e# 

• ; ,: -bounding at least said portion of said interspace 

through which said radiation irradiates said spot* said ox.it. flow 

opening... be ; i :: nc ...Jorme^...Jji...Gaj : d...i;e^ess. i one] eir* sa Ld e . ss i s.. bounded 

]Z/...d:..Jddd.;dUddd..i:b....« : i ' Q 6J 

leas t....gne....g.g t j : cal . : • • neg : rg.s.i : :. sa o and...b.v....said : ^ 

g.L..sa.id...a.t...I.ea^ silent nearest to... said spol;, said 

:." SG -Q ' lb O; . ' O . 

10. (Currently Amended) i h< device acco r ding toas c 
claim 9, wherein said recess has a rim portion closest to said 
layer extending around said portion of said interspace through 
which, in operation, said radiation irradiates said spot. 

11 . (Cancelled) . 
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12. (Currently Amended) ft -The. ..device aeee^-d4.-vre &e.as....c.laJ ; B.ed....i : n 

claim ; I 9 , v..;. ia f : l...de.yice... further i •:• .. •% - - . c -•. a liquid 

supply structure communicating with said passag e recess for 
maintaining a liquid outflow via said passage. 

13 . (Currently Amended) A- The... device 

claim 9, .T...:.. r..' j. > ' d - \ - " • ...arranged for maintaining a smallest 

thickness of said interspace of -3— 3-1500 urn. 

14. (Currently Amended) A- The. ...device >• w 

claim 9, wherein said recess includes a concave portion of said 
surface of said at least one optical element nearest to said spot. 

15. (Currently Amended) A The device aeee-rdTag ----fc&as...cla.imed...in 
claim 9, wherein the at least one outflow opening is formed by at 
least one canal open towards said layer, for distributing supplied 
liquid longitudinally along said canal and dispensing distributed 
liquid towards said layer. 
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